
Comparison 
of Wood 
Flooring 
Grades

GRADE DESCRIPTION KNOTS SAP 
CONTENT

COLOR 
VARIATION

Select & Better
AB Grade

Highest grade with 
uniform 

appearance and 
very few pin knots.

Very small (max 
10-15mm), 

infrequent, and 
healthy.
No Filler 

Required.

Very low. Minimal, but 
still present.

Select
ABC Grade

Contains some 
knots. Some color 

variation, but 
fewer than 

character grade.

Small to medium 
(up to 20-25mm), 

more frequent.
Filler Required.

Some sap. Some 
variation.

Character
ABCD Grade

Sports bigger 
knots compared to 

Select Grade, 
contains sap and 

has more color 
variation.

Large (up to 
50mm), filled 

cracks and holes 
allowed.

Higher sap 
content.

More 
noticeable 
variation.
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